l66                     FRANCISCO     FRANCO
"The first thing to do is to take a proclamation of a state
of war to the cabinet.**
"Does Portela know it?"
"I shall speak to him at once,"
He did speak to him, and at the meeting of the cabinet
on Monday it was decided to proclaim a state of war
throughout all Spain. General Franco had drawn up the
necessary orders, which he put into effect as soon as he was
informed by telephone of the action of the ministers. At the
same time he began a series of conferences with the com-
manding generals, which he was obliged to interrupt in
view of an urgent message delivered to him by an assistant
that Portela wished to see him immediately. Portela had
called him in order to communicate to him the annoyance
of the President of the Republic upon learning that the
Ministry had decided to proclaim a state of war. The presi-
dent had also announced that he would not tolerate it, for
he considered it a provocation to the people.
"And what do you think?" asked Franco.
"I obey the orders of Alcala Zamora," answered Por-
tela.
Portela was resigning himself to this and to much more.
However, at the special request of General Franco, he held a
meeting with him on that same night through the efforts of
Natalio Rivas. The general strongly encouraged Portela to
declare a state of war despite the opposition of Niceto Alcala
Zamora, and advised him to take any steps which might be
necessary to suppress the anarchy which was taking posses-
sion of Spain*
Portela was opposed to the suggestion. "I am an old man.
I am an old man," he repeated. "The course which you are
proposing that I follow is beyond my strength. I can tell
you that you are the only one who is making me waver. But
I cannot. That remains for a man stronger than I am."